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Agenda Item 5: Future work, including co-ordination with other panels or
committees

5.1 Introduction

5.1.1 Under this agenda item, the meeting reviewed the future work for
the AMCP Working Group A that needs to be accomplished to finalize issues
related to the aeronautical mobile-satellite service (AMSS) draft Standards
and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and guidance material.  Even though AMSS
draft SARPs were not in the agenda of this meeting, some matters were brought
to the attention of the meeting for future consideration.  These have been
documented and referred to the working group for their resolution.  The
meeting noted that detailed planning for the future work regarding the very
high frequency (VHF) issues was accomplished and documented under Agenda
Items 3 and 4.

5.1.2 In considering the panel's future work, the meeting recognized
that it covered three distinct work programmes, each of which represented some
degree of urgency for civil aviation utilization.  The AMCP work programme is
provided in Appendix A.  It was noted that much of the future work would be
accomplished in working group meetings, and the meeting was of the opinion
that additional experts on VHF issues, particularly to represent areas with
divergent VHF requirements, would assist the panel in completing those
portions of its work programme.

5.2 Working groups

5.2.1 Based on the outstanding issues related to AMSS, and the many new
tasks associated with VHF, the meeting had agreed to retain Working Group A in
its present form, to modify the terms of reference of Working Group B to also
include issues related to VHF spectrum utilization, and to form a new Working
Group C to address the tasks associated with the development of draft SARPs
and guidance material for VHF digital links.  Details of the additional tasks
for Working Group B can be found under Agenda Item 4 and the new tasks
relating to VHF digital links can be found under Agenda Item 3.

5.3 Terms of reference and meeting schedule of the working groups

5.3.1 In organizing its future activities, the meeting reviewed the
tasks to be performed by the working groups and adjusted, where necessary,
their terms of reference and developed work plans and meeting schedules.  The
member nominated by Japan offered to host a meeting of working groups in Japan
(Kobe) from 9 to 20 March 1992.  The observer nominated by Italy offered to
host a meeting of Working Group C in Italy from 27 to 31 July 1992.
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* The meeting was informed that, upon completion of his present assignment,
Mr. J. Rigley of Canada, previous Rapporteur of Working Group A, will again
be involved in working group activities.

5.3.2 Working Group A:  AMSS SARPs and guidance material
(Rapporteur:  P. Platt, United Kingdom)*

5.3.2.1 Terms of reference:

To undertake the necessary studies for:

a) the development of draft SARPs and guidance material for
aeronautical mobile-satellite service;

b) the validation of the AMSS draft SARPs; and

c) the development of an AMSS information circular.

5.3.2.2 Working Group A meeting schedule

5.3.2.2.1 Although the AMSS draft SARPs are essentially completed, they
still need final review and validation.  The meeting was reminded that ICAO
will distribute copies of AMSS draft SARPs in the language versions during
January 1992.  A few areas might require additional work and the development
of AMSS guidance material, which has just begun, needs to be completed.  Based
on information provided by several members, the draft SARPs validation process
would require about eighteen months.  Therefore, it could be expected that the
work related to AMSS would be completed by mid-1993.

5.3.2.2.2 To progress its work, Working Group A will meet in Japan (Kobe),
from 9 to 20 March 1992, to:

a) resolve AMSS outstanding issues including:

1) automatic dependent surveillance (ADS) and the
aeronautical telecommunication network (ATN) matters;

2) AMSS capabilities and performance;

3) ground numbering plan and default routing of
distress/urgency calls;

4) voice encoding algorithm;

5) develop protection criteria;

6) receiver requirements considerations; and

7) ADS periodic reporting, etc.;

b) develop AMSS guidance material; and

c) revise the AMSS information circular.
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5.3.2.2.3 In preparation for the AMCP/2 Meeting, the working group
tentatively scheduled another meeting in September 1992.  The member nominated
by United States offered to host a meeting in May 1993 at the FAA Technical
Center in Atlantic City to finalize the draft SARPs material following
completion of the validation process.

5.3.3 Working Group B:  AMSS frequency issues, CCIR related matters, and
improved utilization of the VHF band 
(Rapporteur:  H. van Noort, Kingdom of the Netherlands)

5.3.3.1 Terms of reference

To undertake the necessary studies to:

a) determine any panel action necessary as a result of the
decisions of the World Administrative Radio Conference (1992)
(WARC-92);

b) determine the feasibility of using small aperture ground earth
stations to service remote areas;

c) follow-up on outstanding International Radio Consultative
Committee (CCIR) matters;

d) document the current congestion problems in the 118-137 MHz
VHF band;

e) investigate short-term solutions to the problem, in particular
assessing their impact on channel availability and aviation
safety;

f) investigate long-term solutions to the problem;

g) determine, for each potential solution, compatibility with
current systems, transition issues, the economic aspects of
implementation, spectral efficiency and adaptability potential
for future growth; and

h) recommend the solution(s) with the best over-all efficiency.
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5.3.3.2 Working Group B meeting schedule

5.3.3.2.1 As shown in Appendix A to the report on Agenda Item 4, the meeting
agreed that Working Group B would meet in Japan (Kobe), from 9 to 20 March
1992, to begin its detailed work on improved utilization of the 118—137 MHz
VHF band and address the remaining issues of the old work programme such as
CCIR matters and utilization of small aperture ground earth stations.  Taking
into account the availability of pertinent study results, it was agreed that
the working group should meet in August/September 1992 to further progress its
work in preparation for AMCP/2.

5.3.3.3 The meeting was informed that Mr. L. Hardwick of the United
Kingdom will be retiring during the summer of 1992 and, as such, could no
longer assume the role of rapporteur for Working Group B.  The meeting
expressed its gratitude to Mr. Hardwick who has, for so many years, been
spear-heading activities related to the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) CCIR, including AMSS frequency spectrum requirements studies and
satellite resource sharing.  His valuable contribution to the different groups
of ICAO will be missed.

5.3.4 Working Group C:  VHF digital link draft SARPs and guidance
material
(Rapporteur:  F. Tomasello, Italy)

5.3.4.1 Terms of reference

To undertake studies and activities related to VHF digital link
activities to:

a) carry out the tasks listed in items n), o), p) and q) of the
panel work programme contained in Appendix A;

b) ensure full compatibility between VHF packet data transmission
and the ATN;

c) analyse all the related technical and implementation issues,
in light of operational requirements; and

d) propose a validation programme and monitor its progress.

5.3.4.2 Working Group C meeting schedule

5.3.4.2.1 As shown in Appendix F to the report on Agenda Item 3, the meeting
agreed to meet in Japan (Kobe), from 9 to 20 March 1992, to begin its detailed
work on VHF digital link draft SARPs.  It was considered that a second working
group meeting would be required from 27 to 31 July 1992 in Italy to further
develop the preliminary draft SARPs for submission to ICAO in preparation for
AMCP/2.

5.4 Schedule of panel meetings

5.4.1 Considering the tasks to be done, the amount of material to be
considered and the proposed ICAO schedule of meetings for 1992, the meeting
proposed that AMCP/2 be held in Montreal, for a duration of three weeks,
during November 1992.  This meeting would address mainly VHF issues and
include a review on the progress of the AMSS draft SARPs validation.  The
meeting also suggested that plans should be made for AMCP/3 to be held in
Montreal for a duration of three weeks in late 1993, in time for the projected
divisional meeting of 1994.  At AMCP/3, the panel would finalize the matters
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regarding the utilization of the VHF band, review the mature, but unvalidated,
VHF digital link draft SARPs, and review and accept the completed AMSS draft
SARPs and guidance material.  In line with the above, the following
recommendation was developed:

Recommendation 5/1 - Proposed scheduling of AMCP
meetings

That ICAO, in its scheduling of meetings for the period
of 1992 and 1993, consider the scheduling of:

a) AMCP/2 for a duration of three weeks in early
November 1992; and

b) AMCP/3 for a duration of three weeks in late 1993.

5.4.2 The meeting noted the timing of AMCP/2, which would closely follow
the 29th Session of the Assembly (September 1992), and was concerned that
AMCP/2 might experience the same difficulty with regard to the availability of
translated working papers as encountered by AMCP/1.  The meeting urged ICAO to
provide realistic deadline dates for the submission of documentation to ensure
that the material would be available in the language versions for the panel
meeting.

5.5 Future CCIR work regarding AMCP tasks

5.5.1 The meeting was advised that it might not be possible to meet the
schedule for the International Radio Consultative Committee (CCIR) submissions
as recommended under Agenda Item 2.  It was noted that only twelve

 working days were available between the end of the meeting (22 November
1991) and the convening of the CCIR meeting (11 December 1991), and the final
meeting of the Air Navigation Commission's 128th Session was 12 December 1991. 
It was suggested that aviation delegates hand carry the draft material to the
CCIR meeting and submit it during the course of the meeting.  This method of
input was considered inappropriate, and noting the importance of the issues
that they contained, the meeting wished to retain the recommendations as
originally proposed.  The Secretariat assured the meeting that every effort
would be made to bring this urgent matter to the attention of the Air
Navigation Commission in a timely manner.

- - - - - - - - - -


